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MINUTES 


UNION B: ar TOP. ASSOCT. ATION. 


Crystal Sprincs, Copiah County, Miasi., } 
September 21st, 1866. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Bro. W. F. Green, 
from lst Chron, 28: 10. 

After preaching, took a recess until 2 o'clock, 

Two O’CLock, P.*M. 

The Association was called to order by the Moderator, Bro. 
J. M. Griffin. 

After ere oT W. B. Gallman led in prayer. 

Brethren 8. G. Mullins and E. R. Seemann were appointed 
Reading Clerks. 

After reading the letters from the saiurslina ssisiaten to the 
election of officers for the ensuing year, which resulted in the 
. Choice of Bro. W. F. Green, Moderator, W. B.. Gallman, 
’ Clerk, and J. A. Sturgis, Treasurer. 

The Moderator, on taking the chair, returned his thanks to 
the brethren for the eonfidence which they had manifested in 
him ; and expressed the hope that he would have their sympa- 
thies and co-operation in the discharge of his duties. 

Adopted the following order of business ; 

1. Receive Petitions. 

Call for Correspondence, 

Appoint Committees. 

Appoint messengers tu corresponding bodies. 
Hear Reports of Committees. 

Adopt Letters of Correspondence. 

Appoint time and place of next meeting. 
Hear Resolutions. . 

9. Call the roll, read the minutes, and adjourn. 

Called for petitions: Receiv ed a petition from New Hope, 
and also Philadelphia, both ne stitu es, asking 
to be admitted tito the Amsooigtioe. which was ereaied, and 
their delegates’ names enrolled. 

Received a communication from the Crystal Springs Royal 
Arch Chapter, tendering the use of their Hall to the Association 
during its present session ; which, on motion, was accepted, and 
a vote of thanks given by the Association for the kind offer. 
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Called for Correspondence: Received from Strong River Re=u 
Association a letter, aid messengers M. T’. Conn and A. Slay. Rece' 
5 From Mississippi Association, a letter and messenger H. A, nations 
avis, The | 
From Pearl River Association, a letter, and mess¢ngers G nation 
H. Barratt and W. M. Walker. ; sermon. 
: From the Baptist State Convention, messengers S. Tillman, of theit 

g S. G. Mullins, E. R. Freeman and W, B. Gallman. We 

/ Appointed the following committees : sermon 

iH On Preaching : 8. G. Mullins, A. H. Frink and A. J, Tillman, G. Mal 

On Finance; W. M. Haley, A. H, Frink'and E. Wheeler. 

: On Nominations : J. M. Griffin, N. Morris and Robert Rea, Brot! 
‘ HY Appointed correspondence as follows: an Kes: 
i f l'o Strong River Association: E. R, Freeman, O, L. Johnson read, w 
; [ and W.. B; Gallman ; Bro, Freeman to write. pendix 
8 _To Pearl River Association: W. F, Green, W, W.) Bolls, The | 

, N. Morr‘s, T. Green and S. G. Mullins ; Bro. Mullins to write. adopter 

To Mississippi Association : J. M. Griffin, S, Buffkin and C, Adop 
' 5 ro. Griffin to write. The « 
o Central Association: W. W. Bolls, W. B. Gallman, § query t 
G. Mullins and E. R. Freeman ; Bro. Bolls to write. = Wha 
To the Baptist State Convention: E. C. Eager, W. F. Green, church 
S. G, Mullins, E. R, Freeman, W. W, Bollsand W. B. Gallman. Associa 
he preaching committee reported that Bro. Conn will preach After 
lca asd aa Bolls to-morrow at 11 o'clock. The 1 
nh motion, adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow i to read 
Prayer by Bro. W. W. Bolls, nee ee “Tf 
pes shall p 
= SATURDAY Morvinc, 9 o’cldck. The - 
Che Association met. Prayer by Bro. A. R. Lum. ies ; 
at and approved the minutes of yesterday. / Took 
; : - stated by.a member of the Association that the Articles next As 
a were not understood and interpreted alike’ by the On n 
ee of this body ; and that the Ministers jn the to meet 
Association teach different and conflicting doctrines ; where- the Fou 
» Upon, a commitice of five was appointed to report on the \p 
, a oe Brethren S. Tillman, 8. G. Mullins, W. B, Griffin, 
een reeman and W. W. Bolls were appointed said egane 
On moti : oe 
‘a a Te was added to the committee. year. 

; ; a3 to what was the specific duty of the The 
committee, and when shoul : . | 
rm i n should they be required to report, which h 
elicited considerable di ussi duri j arb ara 
prtaching axeced, sion, during which the hour for um wi 

: f worship 


Adjourned to hear preaching by Bro. W. WK Bolls. 
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Two O’Crock, P. M. 

Resumed the business of the Association. 

Received and adopted the Report of the Committee on Nomi- 
nations, as follows: 

The Committee on Nominations beg leave to report the nomi- 
nation of Bro. C. M. Gordon to preach the introduetory 
sermon. J. J. Green and W. W. Bolls alternates, in the order 
of their names. 

We nominate Bro. E.R. Freeman to preach a missionary 
sermon at the neXt annual session, and W. B. Gallman and 5, 
G. Mallins, alternates, in the order of their names. 

J. M. GRIFFIN, Chairman. 

Brother E. R. Freeman, who had been requested to prepare 
an Essay on Daneing, presented his Essay: which, after being 
read, was ordered to be spread upon the minutes. [See Ap- 
pendix A. 

The Committee on Finance presented their report, which was 
adopted. {Appendix B. 

Adopted the letters to corresponding bodies. 

The order of business was suspended to allow the following 
query to be presented : 

What course will the Association pursue in case a colored 
church present: a petitionary letter for admission into the 
Association ? 

After some discussion, the query was laid on the table. 

The fifth article of the Rules of Decorum was altered so as 
to read thus: 

“Tf new churches desire to be admitted into this Union, they 
shall petition by letter and detegates. If received, the Moder- 
ntor shall extend to the delegates the right hand of fellowship. 
The Association shall always have the power to receive or 
reject applicants for membership. ” 

Took up the business of deciding upon the time and place of 
next Association. ; . 

On motion, it was agreed, that when we adjourn we adjourn 
to meet at White Oak Church, Copiah county, ou Friday bx fore 
the Fourth Sabbath in September next. 

Appointed a comuittee of five, consisting of brethren J. M. 
Griffin, W. W. Bolls, W. B. Gallman, A. R. Lum and C, M. 
Gordon to inquire into the destitution and want of preaching 
of the Gospel in the bounds of the Association—to report next 
year. 

" ‘The preaching committee reported that Bro. Gallman will 
reach in this house to-morrow at 11 o'clock: and that Bro. 
uum will preach at the same time in the Methodist house of 


worship. 
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Adopted ‘the following resolutions : 

Reso.vep, That the delegates of this A ssociation, when they 
return to theif respective Churehes, represent to the same the 
propriety and importance of this Association establishing two u 
more free, schools, to educate poor children who are orphans, or 
whose parents are unable to educate them. Said schools to be 
supported by the Association, and yoverned by Trustees elected 
annually by the Association. And if the churches approve the 
object contemplated in this resolution, thev are requested tu 
send up funds to the next annual meeting to aid the same. 

Resotven, That the fauds of this Association, hot otherwise 
appropriated, be paid over to the ‘Treasurer of the ~ Orphans’ 
Home.” located at Landerdale springs, Miss. 

Resoivep. That the thanks of this Association are due and 
are bereby tendered to the Masonic order for the use of their 
Hall. to the Methodist brethren for the use of their house of 
worship : and also to the citizens of Crystal Springs and vicinity 
tor the hospitable manner in which they have entertained the 
Association. 

Resotvep, That the Clerk superintend the printing and 
distribution of the minutes, that he draw on the Treasurer tb 


defray the expense of same, and that he be allowed twenty-five 


dollars for his services. 

After calling the roll and adopting the minutes, adjourned to 
meet with White Oak Church, Copiah county, on Friday before 
the fourth Sabbath in September. 1867, . 

W._ F. GREEN, Moderator: 

W. B. Gattmas. Clerk 


“gtQeo 


ce 


|: 






(-ee@- 
a4 


tat ah Of 


1-63" 106 £0. 


au e-PpL R168 








































































STATISTICAL TABLE 
| “WEN ERD SS RGR EL? 
| eaje| BSS) EI =| & | = 
. | ei: | FSi ei-; Ral z 
| | DELEGATES. Risa] SS: | el ws: 5 
CHURCHES. | COUNTY. | POST OFFICE Ve] Ret | el Bl | 1: | Fi 2 E. 
i: a Wate Veo 3 at 3 Se Ss S 
EEL EERVEIS LET a] & 
a i i NN tart eat dl 
Antioch........,..|Copiah . ine Ridge........ |W F Green, W T Allen. ................ | e'ooloo| 64| 2] 1! 2 | 37] 00] 59| 40! atl 8 ov 
Bethany .......... ae eee Linden ........... |B Wheeler, Joel Price. -| 8| 8,00] 8] 2)00) 1 | 43) 45) 104) 40) 1 | 7 20 
Bethesda........... efferson........ Union Church... .:|Not represented.............--..0..0005 — —}+| —| —! —|_} ao! | __ -- 
Bethlehem ........ Franklia........ Hamburg..........\J M Griffin..............-.-5. gpeces +++ 40000 00/00) 1) 138 82| 85) 13] 15, 3 7 00 
Brashy Fork...... fabs .cisscd Linden............ W J Bailis, P R Trim.....: ane sista |13/00| | 31] %| 1) 9] 23) 56 g3| 203 | 14 25 
Clear Creek. ...... Adams... Washington ...... | - sqaichailealela seamewscus cess se weaipeulitessd tt St |; —|— 
Orystal Springs... -| piah ......... Crystal Springs... .|E R Freeman, S G Mullinz, A H Frink, (00.16.00) 2 00 "i 25) 42! 3) 70} 25'1,2,4) 15 00 
Damascus......... \Copiah.......... Hazlehurst........ |W BGallman, O L Johnston, Thos Till-13 12 00 4 1) 1/1296;172' —! 206) 75 4 15 wo 
F man, W M Halev, B Higdon, AJ. Tillman.’ | | | | | | | | \ 
Lbenezer... efferson..... Fayette........... = =|-| —-1- a ee 
Fellowship........ 'Jefferson........ Rodney........ .. dB (40| 9,00] 2,00) 5) 18] 30} 50) 98) 90) 1,3] 11 25 
Magonolia.......... Claiborne...... Port Gibson....... |——|— ——|-, —| -| | —|——|— 
New Buahala....... Copiah.. -|Beauregard.......| 5 Tillman, W..J. Tillman............... 00; 1\00 6,00 00| 12) 31} 5| 58) 25) 2 6 Oe 
New Hope......../Copiah.....,.... Mount Hope. J J Green, TW Hamilton........-.......| 7)18,00} 00,00/00) 19} 81) 00) 50) 30) 3 7 Oo 
New Providence. . |Copiah :0eiine.are Pine iGO ss is.isc i liscinisiecs sisiec-ciecnwcieee tices 2 tseesisiseie sce 3,00 G0} 98,00/00| 23) 29, 8 55) 20) 1 5 u 
New Zion. ........ \Copiah. NOrystal Springs...|John Lewis, S Thomas, E N Sunmall..... 00 00,00) 2 3| 1! 24 43, 15) 82) 20) 3 | 12 15 
Philadelphia....... opiah.......... Caseyville ........ JH Anding, J C Chiles................ | —-—|-—, -— — — 17| 12;% |. 0 
Viedmont......... \Jefferson........ Union Charch.....|.W H Clark............0...0. cece cece es ST 1) 6| 7| 1| 17] as —! “B) 20, 1 | 6 a0 
PineBiuff........ WO 5 oo eivisscise Pine Bluff........ W W Bolls, N Morris, G Cagle........../00,00,00] 35) 4/00) 30) 72, 24) 126) 30,2 | 12 6) 
Pieasant Hill...... \Copiah.......... Union Church..... \A R Lam, A J Short......... 2.0... ee | 1|00,00| 7| 8 00| 9) 23) 9 41| 20) 2,4) 6 00 
Rodney........... Je NOOO 545554560 Rodney........... W. erarea levn vidi DE MwaMOO AKO ES ese aeeees ed eet »0\--j—_—~, 
Spring Hill. <<... .\Copiah.......... Hazlehurst... ..... \F R Martin, R. W Rea... 2.0... lool 4/00] 3,00}90; 9) 1 3| 93, 20,3 | 8 08 
White Oak........'Copiah.......... tion... .a.0.0-ce.0s \John Green, Jackson J Green, G W Tooms 00 00 00! 13) 4) 2 26! 47} 91! 164) 20) 4 | 11 05 
~ ae WY tegieeep e a -95-70- 3 207 -20-18-393-7041-389-1874-300 153 Se 
& 22 ££. 2% @) tm « an 





‘APPENDIX A: 


In complying with the request of the last Assd@fation, it is 
not necessary for me to § k of dancing as practiced by the 
nations of antiquity. I wil confine myself to American dancing, 
which is exerting # deleterious influenee in the Charches, 

Dancing, as practiced in this country, is not consistent with 
the Christian character, beeause it is never’ us¢d in religious 
service, and is exclusively a worldly practice. : The Apostle 
says: “~ Be ye not conformed to this world.” Epgaging in ap 
acknowledged worldly amesement, is acting in direct opposition 
to the Apostolic injanetion. 

Christ came into this world to purify anto himsélf “a peculiar 
people.” The Jews were a peculiar people, becange they differed 
from the surrownding nations in their mannerjof worship as 
well as the Being worshipped. When we say our friend is 
peculiar, we mean he differs frou his neighbors. For Christ’s 
disciples to differ from the world so as tobe “a peculiar people,” 
they must not conform to the world in those things which are 

uliarly its own. One of which is daneing. x 

It is written: “Thon shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou serve.” Time is given man to serve God. 
To use that time for other purposes, is to rob Him. Dancing is 
not serving God. Itis therefore robbing Him of the service due 

in the time so employed. Robbing is not regarded by any people 
as becoming a Christian. And if it is a sin not to use the time 
given us in His service, it is double sin to ase His time in the 
service of the world. 

Christians should Le constrained by the meréies of God te 
offer their bodies a living sacrifice, which Pawl declares to be. 
reasonable service. If Christians, therefore, offer their bodies 
a sacrifice to the world, by engaging in its amusements, they are 
guilty of base ingratitude, and this ingratitude must be the 
offsprihg of hatred. For nothing but hatred would prompt man 
to refuse to do that for a loving benefactor which was nothing 
but reasonable. 

Christians are expected to produce the fruits of the Spirit, 
and not the fruits of the flesh. Revelry is a fruit of the flesh. 
Lord Byron is good authority for the use of the word. In his 
description of the battle of Waterloo, he says: “There was ® 
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sound of revelry by night.” In the next paragraph he tells us 
in what that revelry consisted, when he says : 
| * On with the paxce! let joy be unconfined, 
No sleep till morn, when youth and pleasure meet 
To chase the glowing hours with flying feet.” 


Dancing then is included in revelry. The christian who dances 
is so far producing the fruits of the flesh which is sinful. 

Efforts are frequently made to justify dancing from the fact 
it is mentioned in the Bible. 

Many things are recorded in the Bible as facts which are not 
approved. It is written that David. committed adultery. No 
christian would justify himself in a like erime on account of 
lavid’s transgression being mentioned in Holy Writ. Herod 
beheaded John because his step-daughter pleased lim with her 
fantastie reveling. The bible does not commend the act.— 
Christians cannot therefore justify themselves in earnality by 
its being mentioned in the bible. 

It is affirmed that dancing is simply “walking to music,” and 
that there is No HARM init. It is nevertheless so inseparably 
connected with the sinfal. that it invariably leads to iniquity of 
the deepest dye. (E.G.) A boy built atrap. Heset it in a 
suitable place, with corn under it. A flock of birds soon came 
near. The young birds saw the corn and made known their 
design of picking it up. The old bird, who knew a thing or 
two about traps, forbid it. We have picked up corn often, 
replied the young birds. and it did us good. Don’t you see the 
trap? said the old one. I don’t want. the trap, answered the 
youth, that may be dangcrons, but I know there is no harm in 
corn ; corn is corn. in spite of the trap. With No HaRM in corn 
“on the brain,” the youthfal birds got fully under the trap.— 
One struck the trigger, and the bevy were cooped. The corn 
did not entrap them. The boy drew near—the birds endcavored 
to fly—they could not. The corn did not prevent-them. He 
took them out—crashed their skulls, and threw them on the 
ground to die. Corn didn’t kill them, for corn is good for birds. 
But to obtain it, the birds were led into a snare from which they 
could not extricate themselves. So if there is noharm in at 
strictly speaking, it leads its votaries into the snares of he I, 
from which they cannot easily extricate themselves, and thus 
causes them to neglect salvation. And when the devi} hurls 
them into the bottomless pit, they may still cry there is no harm 
in dancing, but this declaration will not alleviate their sufferings 
or soothe their woes. E. R. FREEMAN. 








APPENDIX Bb. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


Your Committee on Finance beg leave to report, that they 
have examined the Treasurer’s Report, and find the same cor: 
rectly stated, showing & balance on hand of $78 25. 

The amount sent up by the churches, $156 95. 

Respectfully submitted. 
W. M. HALEY, 


E. WHEELER, Committee. 
A. H. FRINK. | 
The Treasurer's Report, September 21, 1866. 


E. N. SUMRALL in Account with Union Association. 


—————————— 


———— _____————____ nee 
September 23, 1865—Dr. 
To amount sent up by the churches... $163 90 





collected on Sabbath. ....- 5) 00 

from White Oak Church 9 35 

Total. ce es S22 25 
CREDIT. _s 


By amount left in the hands of Bro. Mullins 
for Bro. Slover, by order of Association. $ 50 


By amount paid Bro. Gallman, clerk fee 00 
By “ » for printing minutes...... i5 00 
Total amount paid......---- $150 00 

ss 13 25 


Balance on hand... . 
$223 25 
EN. SUMRALL, Treasurer. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 


OF THE ¢ 


UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
{DOPTED THE FIRST SESSION, SEPTEMBER 18th, 1820. 


PREAMBLE. 

We, the Chtrches of Jesus Christ, who have. been regularly 
baptized upon a profession of our faith, are convinced of the 
utility of a combination of churches, and of maintaining 4 cor- 
respondence for the preservation of union gig churches of 
the same faith and order, we, therefore, agree to form oursel¥es 
into an Association upon the following principles, viz : 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
Ist. We believe in ONE TRIUNE GoD—the Father, the Son, and 


the Holy Ghost—the same in essence-—equal.in power and glory. 
2d. We believe the scriptures of the OLD AND NEW TESTA- 


MENT were given by the inspiration of, God, and are the only 


rule of faith and practice, 

3d. We believe in the fall of Adam from his original recti- 
tude—in the imputation. of his sth to all his posterity—in 
the total depravity of human nature, and in man’s inability to 
restore himself to the favor of God. 

4th. We believe that God hath loved his people with an ever- 
lasting love; that He chose them in Christ before the founda- 
tion of the world: that He calleth them with a holy and. effec 
tual calling; and being justified alone through the righteous- 
uess of Christ, imputed to them, they are kept by the power of 
God, through faith, unto salvation. 

3th. We believe there is one Mediator between God and 
tan—the Man Christ Jesua, who by the satisfaction he made to 
law and justiée, in becoming an offering for sin, hath, by his 
most precious blood, redeented the elect from uader the curse of 
me law, that they amight be holy and without blame before Him 
in love. 

6th. We believe that good works are the fruits of faith, and 
follow after justification. and are evidences of a gracious state; 
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and that all believers are bound to olbey every command of God 
from a prineiple of Love. 

Ith. We believe in the Resurrection of the Dead, and a gene- 
trat Judgment ; that the happiness of the righteous, and the 
punishment of the wicked, will be everlasting. 

YOSPEL ORDER. 

ist We believe that 0 church of Jesus Christ is a congrega 
tion of immersed believers, who have given themselves to the 
Lord, and to one another by the will of God, and have cov- 
enanted to keep up a godly discipline, agreeable to the rules of 
the gospel. 

vd. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church— 
the only law giver, and that the government ia with the ebarch, 

3d. That Baptism and theCLord’s Rupper are gospel ordi- 
nances, appointed by Jesus Christ, and are to be continued in 

the Chureh until His second coming: 

4th. That the immersion of the body in water, in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the 
only scriptural baptism, as taught by Christ and his Apostles. 

_ Sth, That none but regularly baptized church members, who 

live a holy life, have a right to partake of the Lord’s supper. 
6th. That it is the privilege and duty of all believers to 
make a public profession of their faith, by submitting them- 

_e as subjects of baptism, and-as members of the visible 

church. 

“th. That it is the duty of every regularly organized church, 
to expel from her communion, all disorderly and immoral meur 
bers, or those who hold doctrines eontrary ‘te the seriptercs. 

sis RUSS OF DECORUM. 

ist. Those delegates who are regwlarly chosen by the 
churehes. in owr Union shall compose the Association. 

2d. The delegates so chosen shall prodace letters from their 
respective churches, certifying their appointment, together with 
the number in fellowship ; those ba tized. reeeived by letters 
restored ; dismissed: exeommunieated and dead; since the last 

Association. 

* Bd. The delegates thas chosen and convened, shall be denon’ 

inated the “Union Baptist Association.” 

4th. The Association shall hare a Moderator, Clerk and 

‘Treasurer, who shall be anhually chosen by & rity of the 

members present, who shall hold their offices until their Stic 

cessors are elected. 
5th. If new churches desire to be admitted into this Union, 
they shall petition by letter and delegates. 


, 


If received, the 
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reeeive or reject applicants for membership. 

6th. No church in this Union shall have a right to more than 
three delegates, unless she shall exceed one hundred members, 
then she shall hive a right to an additional delegate for every 
fifty. 

ith. Every query sent to the Association, by any church in 
the Union, shall be read and put to vote by the Moderator 
whether it shall be debated; and if there shall be a majority 
for it, it shall be taken up and investigated ; provided always, 
that those be first considered, which affect the Union of the 
churches. 

8th. Every motion made and seconded shall be taken up by 
the Association, except it be withdrawn by the person who 
made it. 

9th. Only one person shall speak at once; who shall rise from 
his seat and address the Moderator. 

10th, The person thus speaking shall not be interrupted, 
except he depart from the subject, break the rules of decorum, 
or east reflections upon a brother, in which case he shall be im- 
mediately called to order by the Moderator. 

11th. No person shall speak more than twice on the saine 
subject, without leave of the Moderator. 

12th, No brother shall finally depart from the conference 
without leave! of the Association. ; 

13th. All reports to this body shall be sent up in writing. 

14th. The Moderator shall have the liberty of speaking on any 
question that may be debated, provided the chair be previously 
filled, but shall ‘only have the privilege of voting when the 
Association is equally divided. 

15th. The names of the delegates shall be enrolled by the 
clerk, and called over as often as the Association deems expedient. 

16th. We think it actually necessary to have an Association 
Fund, for defraying the expenses of the same ; for the raising 
and supporting of which we think it.the duty of each church in 
the union to contribute such sums as it may think proper, and 
send them by their delegates to, the Association, and the money 
thus contributed by the churches, shall be deposited in the hands 
of the Treasurer, by the Association appointed, who shall be 
accountable to the Association for all the money by him receiv- 
ed, and paid out according to the direction of the same. 

ATth. The minutes of the Association shall be read and cor- 
rected if necessary, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk, 
before the Association rise. 

THE POWERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. , 

Jet. It shall be the business of the Association to provide for the general 

Union of the churehes. 
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\+ PROCEEDINGS UF THE Uxion Baptist ASSOCIATION, 


2d. To keep up» friendly correspondence, (when convenient) with other 
Associations of the same faith and order. 

3d. This i 
in‘ringe upon a0 + 

rh. It shall be the duty of t re the churches the best 

y.ce In their power, in dificult matters, to inquire into any difficulties which 
may exist between sister churches, and remove them if possible. 

5th. To admit any of the brethren in the ministry as assistante, but not to 
give them the privilege of voting. ' 

6th. This Assooiation ahall have the power to withdraw from any church in 
the Union, which may be unsound in principle, or immoral in practice, until 
reclaimed. { 

Tth. To appoint any person oF rsons, by and with their consent, to trans- 
act any business which the Association may deem necessary. 

Sth. The Association shall bave power to adjourn to any time or place they 
may think proper. 

9th. The Aseoclatidn shal] be opened and closed with prayer, 


\ 
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MINUTES 
OF THE 


QBVrion Baptist Dissociation. 


ee 


Warre Oak, Copiah County, Miss., } 
September 20th, 1867. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Bro. C. M. Gor- 
don from Ist John 2: 2. 

After preaching took a recess of one hour. 


Two O’eroox, P. M. 

The Association was called to order by the Moderator, Bro. 
W. F. Green. 

After singing, Bro. W. B: Gallman led in prayer.: 

Brethren E. R. Freeman and C. M. Gordon wer appointed 
reading clerks. Ps 

After reading the letters ‘from the churches, proceeded to the 
election of officers for the ensuing year, which resulted in the 
choice of Bro. W. F. Green, Moderator, W. B. Gallman, Clerk, 
and E. N, Sumrall, ‘Treasurer. 

Ad the following order of business. 

ive Petitions. 

Call for Correspondence. 
Appoint Committees. ; ; 
Appoint messengers to corresponding bodies. 

ear Re of Committees. 
Adopt of Correspondence. 
oe time and place of next meeting. 
Adopt Resolutions. 
Call the roll, read the minutes, and adjourn. 


& 
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_ PROCEEDINGS OF ‘THE UNION BAPTIST assoctaTion. 


Called for petitions: Received a ition from Mount Pleas. 
waren conned ala to bcd oe 
W: was 
siseees Received from Strong River 
rik of minutes, and messengers 
a . 


Elders T. Green 
From Pearl Riv. Association, & bundle of minutes, 
From Missisippl Association,» letter and bon i of minaha 
O. Barn, the Baptist State Convention, a messenger, Eldar 
The rules of order were ded to invite Bro. G. W. 
i agent of the South Wreters Publishing House, tos 
seat in the Association; invitation 
Appointed the followi Committees : 
On ing: The and Deacons of White Oak 
Church and Bro. A. J; Tillman. 
On Finance: Brethren George Tooms, Lott Bmith and 
Henry Coleman. . 4 
On Nominations: Brethren Wade Goode, 
Day. On motion Brethren S. G. Mullins 
were added to the Committee. 
Appointed Correspondence as follows: 
G. Matting & 3"3p Auweiation: “Brethren ER. Freeman, 8 
. Mullins, . ock and W. B. Gallman. 
Pearl aah sanociation: Brethren W. F. Green, W. B. 
Gallman and ' 
Mississippi Association: Brethren E. Applewhite, ©. M. 
Gordon an W. H. Clark. 
Central Association : Brethren W. W. Bollsand H. Tevillion. 
Baptist State Bonvention- W. F. Green, W. W. Bolls, 8. G. 
Mullins, E, B. Freeman, H, W. Stackhouse andJ.J. Gre, 
The Southern Baptist Convention :—Bro. R. 8. T 
een ta Beanies announced thal 
in this house to-morrow, 
= y candle leit, ** Pleasant Ridge School 
j until to-morrow morning. Prayer by S. G. Mullins 
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FROCERDINGSOR THE UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 6 


Your committee on nominations beg leave peer, ani, g J. 
J. Green to preach the introductory sermon; brethren ~K 
Gneon sen . W. Bolls note in the ordér of their names. 
. EB to preach missio: sermon ;. brethren 

. B. Gallman and E. R, Freeman alternates. As she mission- 
hoard we would nominate the officers of this Association 
ther with brethren W. H. Stackhouse, Jas. Beasley, 8. J. 


Adopted a of gees meager gcel geste as 

Appointed next meeting of this Association to i 
the Plod Mont Church... 

Granted leave of absence to Brethren S. M. Treyillion, J. C. 
Pitts and E. Wheeler. i 

Adjourn to hear preaching by Bro. 8. G. Mullins, 


Two O’cxocg, P. M. 

The Association called to order. Prayer by Bro. A. R. Lum. 

Adopted the report of the Committee on Finance. (See 
Appendix C.) 3 

e preaching committee announced that Bro. E. R. Free, 

man will preach the missionary sermon to-morrow at 11 o’elock 
according to arrangements made last year, and that Bro. Eager 
will preach in the evening. . 

Adopted the following resolutions: = 

Resolved that we will endeavor to the best of our ability to 
raise as much as one dollar to each of our members in the Asso- 
ciation, to support @ missionary within our bounds, to be for- 
warded quarterly to the Moderator at Gallatin, or to any mem- 
ber of the executive board. The following amounts were sub- 
scribed to be paid quarterly, the first payment to be made 
Saturday before the fifth Sabbath in ber next: H. W. 
Stackhouse $25, S. G. Mullins $20, W. F. Green ‘ 
Freeman $20, C. M. Gordon $20, J. M. Griffin $20, E. a 
white $20, A. R. Lum $20, W. W. Bolls $20, E. C. ; 
conditioned; A. U. Scott $15, W. J. Bayles $10, W.-H. Clark 
$10, F. M. Peramore $10, P. R. Trim $10, Jas. Beasley $10, 
John Green 





efficient manner in which they have di ; : 
duties; also to the church and ¢it; ischarged { LeLr Tespective 
liberal enterta; chureh and citizens — Vicinity for their 


nse of 
dollars for his services 
20 hee ENnS the roll and adopti : : 
meee e Piedmont Ch in Jefferson 
Friday before the fourth Sethe ina “he County, ot 


1 
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APPENDIX A. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DESTITUTION. 


Your Committee appointed to “inquire into the destitution 
and want of Preaching the Gospel in the bounds of. the Asso- 
ciation,” beg leave to repost, that there is a great destitution 
and want of preaching in many parts of the counties of Jeffer- 
son, Claiborne, Adams, Franklin and Copiah; that there are 
two churehes (Clear Creek and Magnolia) withopt any preach- 
ing, and others where the Gospel is proclaimed very irregularly. 
The two churches mentioned, .on account of the ravages of the 
war and the scarcity of ministers, have been unable to kee 
house, or to have any stated time for worship, indeed one (if 
not both) is quite dead. For these reasons the state of morals 
is very low and much error. prevails, which, we think, could be 
corrected to agreat extent by active missionary labors. 

Among the blacks there seems to be a greater destitution 
than among the whites. There have been many noble efforts 
made by the ministers of this Association, to give them the 
Gospel on Sabbath evenings and in some instances they, have 
seen their labors crowned with success; but there are man 
a which cannot be reached by these men, and the blacks 

earing and in some cases reading the Scriptures, believe the 
plain teaching of the. word in regard to baptism and conse- 
gently they are actually engaged in J gpery, and baptizing 
without any authority from a Church of Jesus Christ. The 
Committee, in view of this, would recommend that the Associ- 


ation, in connection with this report, adopt the following reso- 
lution. 

Resolved, ‘That a man be appointed whose duty it shall be to 
preach in these destitute regions at least every Sabbath, to or- 
ganize churches and to have set apart to the work of the Min- 
istry those men who are suitable for the work. 


er aan 
. M. GORDEN, Chair.nan. 
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APPENDIX C. . 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 
Your Committee on .Finance beg leave to report, that they 


have examined the. Treasurer’s report,.a copy of which is herc- 
with submitted. © The amount sent up by e Churches for As- 


a 


1_t 2 two ros soot seibenmmeeee <2) : 
The Treasurer’s Report, September 19th, 1867. 
JAMES A.-STURGIS, Iv Acoduht with’ Union Association. 


September 22, 1866—Dr. 
To amount sent up~by the Churches 
Dec, 10th, From Willie Evans, for missions, ; . : 
15th, Received from former Treasurer. . 2 


CREDIT. 
Hy amount paid W.\B. Gallman} clerk 
{¢ “ “ for printing minutes 
és ‘“ it for postage ‘ 
lalance was deposited in the safe of Bros: Smith & 
Sturgis, and was destroyed at the time their house : 
was burned last winter.....! '. 134.20 


Total. viz) vec ees $285 20 


Respectfully submitted, 
75. A. STUGIS, Treasurer. 





@RTICLES OF FIT 


OF THE 
UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
ADOPTED THE FIRST SESSION, SEPTEMBER 18, 180. 


PREAMBLE. 
We, the Churehes of Jesus Christ, who have been regu'arly 
ised upon a profession of our faith, are convinced of the 
combination of churches, and of main ini 


1st. We believe in ons raroxz cop—the Father, the Son, and 
the Ey Ghet—-Be cine in essence—equal in power and 


or We believe the scriptures of the exp axp xEw TastaMext 
by the inspiration of God, and are the only rule of 


good works are the fruits of faith, and 
and are evidences of a gracious state; 
und to obey every command of God 


Resurrection of the Dead, and a gen- 


i f the ri the 
iecanzee 


f= 
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24. VW 
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PROCEEDINGSOF THE UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, IT 


GOBPEL ORDER. 

Ist. We believe that a church of Jesus Christ isa congre- 
‘yation of immersed believers, who have mare Gee themselves to 
the Lord, and to one another by the will of God, and have cov- 
enanted to keep up ‘aigodly Secipilipe, agreeable to the rules 
of the gospel. 
2d. We believe that Jésus Christ is the Head of ‘the Church 
~—the only law giver, and that the government is with the 
church, ~ * 

3d. That Baptism and the Lord’s Su are the gospel 
ordinances, appointed by Jesus Christ, mine to'be continued 
in the Church until his second coming. 

4th. That the immersion of the body in water, in the name 
pean Father, ma of the Son, pit by Curt 
on on seri ptism, as t 

i nee but r pe aan 
ive . é, have a t to bas Lord’s ee 
it is the privilege and duty of all believers to 

vohile praltnien their faith, by ee tar a 
su oljeoe of Witten tial x aot aaa chureh. 

7th. That it is the duty of ev sagulesinaupenicel deans, 
. expel from her communion, all and immoral mem- 
bers, or those who hold doctrines contrary to the scriptures. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

Ist. Those delegates ilo thal compe in ain, 

—s in our perry shall com 
Th produce letters from their 


= a their Teetaeds 3 ve 


aaa “noted: dead; ae 
thus chosen and convened, shall be denom- 
Association.” 


4th. The Association shall have s Moderator, Clerk an: 
Treasurer, who shall be ann pwnd a — of the 
members present, who shall eir suc- 
cessors are elected. 

5th. If new churches desire to be admitted into this Unior, 
they shall petition ‘by. letter amd delegates. If received, the 
Moderator shall extend to the te vem the right hand of fe)- 
lowship. The Association shall always have the power tv 


i for membershi 
est seplicente Union shall have a right to more 


delegates, unless she shall exceed one hundred men.- 
bers, then she shall have a right to an additional delegate for 


bia 4 fifty. 
sent to the Association, by any church in 
the Union, Ibe read and put to a vote hy the Moderator 





ae 


whether it shall be debated; and if there shall be a majorit for- 
it, it shall be taken up and investigated ;_ vided always, that 
those be first considered, which affect the Union of thé churéhe. 

Sth. Every motion made ahd sécondéd shall be take up by 
the Association, except it be withdtawn by. thé’ person wit’, 
made it. - : f 

9th. Only one person shall speak at once; who shall ris: 
-rom his seat and address the Moderator. 


10th. - The persons thus ing shal not be interrupted, 
xcept he depart from the subject, break the rules of decortin, 
or east reflections upo brother, in ‘which case he shall }. 
immediately called to order by the Moderator. 

11th. No person shall ' i 


13. PROCEEDINGS OF THE UNION BAPTIST asgoctarion, 


for defi aying the 
ng of w 
eontribute such 


ERRATA. 


There are two or tare t hical errors.on the 4th re 

t whic i i 

say d mee 0oked 1n correction, but which mpntne 
n the amount of contributi on the 5th for $6 by Mra, 

Scott, read $5; anid for $3 by Mrs’ P. Hunt, thet $2 . . 
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